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6 - { Morning Elegy )

At first I promised to be silent, but then, in the morning

I saw you coming to the doors with ashes,

Sowing the ashes like wheat.

I could bear no more and shouted,

“What are you doing? What are you doing?”

S
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I snowed on the city all night for you,

I made the dark night white for you: oh!

If you only knew how hard it is to snow!

I went out last night as soon as you fell asleep.
It was dark and cold. I had to

Fly to the still point where the void

Makes the suns spin round and gutter out
And I had to make that angle flicker a moment more
To come back snowing for you.

I’ ve thought out, weighed, tested, modelled
Every flake and polished it with my eyes,

And now I’ m feverish and sleepy and tired.

I see you sowing the dust of the mortal fire

All over my white work and I tell you this secret with a smile
Much more snow will come after me

And all the whiteness in the world will cover you,

From now on try to understand the law,

Gigantic snows will come after us,

And you won’ t have enough ashes,

And little children will learn to make it snow,

And whiteness will cover your weak denial,

And the earth will join the orbits of the stars

As a burning sun of snow.
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1. The spirit, i.e. the vital principal by which the body is animated
a. the rational spirit, the power by which the human being feels, thinks,
decides. b. the soul.

2. A spirit, i.e. a simple essence, devoid of all or at least all grosser
matter, and possessed of the power of knowing, desiring, deciding, and

. 2
acting.
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Eb an AR R I A ECRS IR S ), [ #4002 Phinomenologie des Geiste
( Phenomenology of Spirit ).

DAL a3, R LA BV EAE AT i i “ R — AR R
Bl SO VER L ], A BEESOR AR, 51 A SO
PRPERPRS ST IE G AR o

AT BRI 5 ICme I —k, R A S R R 7R o o
BT E L ML, HAERRNES, mAKBRLHEE, &
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